
 

 

 

Guided Studies, Mills High School   

August 15, 2018 - May 30, 2019 

  

10th Grade Teacher: Mr. von Euw (Mr. V), Room 251, mvoneuw@smuhsd.org  

 

 

Welcome to Guided Studies!  The primary purpose of Guided Studies is to support you keeping your 

grades at C and above. To that end, Guided Studies is a course is designed to provide time to work 

with support, but also to help you build a strong academic identity bolstered with skills that may help 

you achieve success in the high school setting and beyond. You will be doing the work, but I will be 

supporting you with as many tools and techniques as we have time for! 

 

 

Important: Guided Studies is NOT “just a homework class”... sometimes you will not have 

time for homework and you will be doing your homework outside of guided studies 

class time so class time can be spent developing skills. 

 

EXPECTATIONS - High expectations for both students AND teachers 

You can expect from me: 

- To be fair and consistent 

- To help you navigate problems in school 

with other students or teachers to my 

best ability 

- To keep your parent/guardian informed 

of your behavior and grades 

- To have an open line of communication 

- To be honest 

What I expect of you: 

- To work hard 

- To come to class on time and prepared 

- To engage and participate honestly 

- To be respectful of yourself, others, and 

myself  

- To be mindful of your property and 

others’ property, including school 

property at MHS 

 

MATERIALS 

Basics:  I will keep a file for your Guided Studies work and notebook in my classroom.  You will need 

to bring your current classwork and supplies with you to class for tutorial.  

Textbook:  There is no textbook.  All materials are accessible in class or online.  

Computer:  I will use Canvas to post grades.  You are expected to check Canvas at least twice per 

week for assignment deadlines for all of your classes, and checking Canvas will be an integral part of 

class.  

Electronics:  Use of Electronics is a privilege. Students will have a 1 minute grace period to put all 

electronics (ex: phones) on silent or off.  After this minute has passed, if the phone is a distraction, I 

will confiscate it, call your parent/guardian, and/or you will lose points for the day. 

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY- Knowledge is too precious to be stolen 

Students caught copying work that isn’t meant to be copied will be held responsible for the 

consequences given out by their respective teacher.  In other words: if I catch you copying work, I will 

contact your teacher and you will most likely lose the opportunity to turn in that work.  

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

GRADING - How you will be graded 

Number 

Grade 

Verbal Description Letter Grade Progress Towards Standards 

90-100  Excellent A Far Exceeds Standards 

80-89 Very Good B Exceeds Standards 

70-79 Good C Meets Standards 

60-69 Poor D  Approaching Standards  

Below 60 Unsatisfactory F Does Not Meet Standards 

NO CREDIT AT ALL 

 

Grading Breakdown:  Students will receive a weekly grade.  This grade will be based on the 

following categories: productivity, timeliness, preparation, participation, organization, and flextime 

forms.  Please see separate rubric for specifics.  The semester grade is a weighted average of 

weekly grades with later weeks weighted more heavily unless there are special circumstances. 

 

INTERVENTIONS – Keep in mind: the primary purpose of Guided Studies is to support 

you in keeping your grades at C and above.  

What happens when you are not doing well in your other classes? 

I will be keeping track of your grades and communicating with your counselors, other teachers, and 

parental units as the need arises.  Students’ counselors and guardians will be notified on a regular 

basis. 

● Step 1: Each week, we’ll look at your grades and for every D or F, you will complete an hour of 

work with a tutor to complete or improve work or understanding for that class.  

● Step 2: If your grade hasn’t improved to a C or better within 2-3 weeks, I will help you prepare 

to talk to your teacher and you will do so. This is almost always the best way to find out what 

you need to do to bring up your grade. Also, it is an opportunity to show the teacher who you 

are and that you “care”. 

● Step 3: With input from several parties (perhaps you, the teacher, your counselor, me, your 

parents) we shall formalize a written plan to bring your grade to at least a C.  The written plan 

may involve special circumstances for your guided studies grade, and will be our best attempt 

to encourage you to bring your grade up. 

 

OTHER ITEMS 

Absences: Excused or unexcused absences will be recorded.  Students will have much less flexibility 

to make up work if the absence is unexcused.  Unexcused absences will result in referral to the Dean, 

so make sure you get excused for and let me know about legitimate absences. 

Tutoring opportunities: There is tutoring in the library after school most days.  

Small Print: I reserve the right to change policies as I see fit to make sure that students are making 

correct decisions. 

 MHS EPIC Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

Positive contributors to the community 

Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant & responsible 

Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

 

I have high expectations for all of you and am looking forward to an excellent year!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


